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tion efficient anti-aircraft units can be trained very
rapidly.
However, it is probable that when giving the figures
we have just quoted the War Minister was speaking
of the proposed strength of the Territorial Army anti-
aircraft battalions and not their actual strength at the
time. Their actual strength is probably much less,
and for the moment it is still not clear how the necessary
number of new recruits is to be obtained within the
reasonably near future in order to man the proposed
number of new batteries. Further, it would appear
from a number of indications that the equipment of
Britain's anti-aircraft batteries is very unsatisfactory.
Many of the batteries are still equipped with guns
which were in use during the World War, and the men
are being trained with this obsolete material instead
of with modem equipment. The truth is that anti-
aircraft defence represents one of the most serious
weaknesses in Great Britain's armour. If the sug-
gested order of preference was actually adopted by the
British government it is clear that up to the present
at least it has not been maintained.
Apart from anti-aircraft batteries Great Britain is
developing a system of balloon barrages against attack
from the air. Captive balloons are to be sent up to
great heights in rows/ Each balloon is attached to a
lorry so that the barrage is mobile. It is hoped that
it will be gradually possible to let these balloons rise
to a height of approximately 25,000 feet, and it has
been estimated that about 600 such balloons would